WHAT WORKS

Best Practices for Motivating Reading Growth
For Any Content, Any Grade, Any Student

e Best Practices for Students Struggling With Reading:
Response to Intervention & Multi-Tier Intervention

e Reading Group Management and Monitoring

 Transition to Reading Skills in the Workplace




TOTAL READER'S
WHAT WORKS

READING GUIDE

© 2012-2013 EDMIN v2
PUBLISHED BY EDMIN® FOR
EDUCATORS AND PARENTS

This document is intended to
provide general information
based on recommendations
from the What Works
Clearinghouse and educators
with experience in reading
instruction. Educators may
copy these pages for use within
their school or district without
violating EDmin’s copyright.

EDMIN®
g___/

b

otal Readerji

TABLE OF CONTENTS

WELCOME
Welcome to the What Works Reading Guide ............cccccvviiiiieiiinnn, 1

SECTION 1:
Best Practices for Students Struggling With Reading..................... 3

SECTION 2:

How to Implement Best Practices Using Total Reader™................. 13

SECTION 3:
How to Use Total Reader .......ovvii e 19

SECTION 4:
Data-Driven Instruction Using the INFORM® Learning System ....... 26

About EDmin° and Total Reader™

EDmin, the parent company of Total Reader, has provided K-20 learning
and accountability solutions for more than 20 years and now serves nearly
5 million users in all 50 states and the international market. EDmin is
committed to providing affordable, complete solutions that educators can
trust to accurately measure student progress and improve instruction.

Total Reader is an online reading program that can quickly identify the
correct reading level for each student and provide practice at that level, as
well as track progress, provide independent practice and match student
reading level to books.
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Welcome to the What Works Reading Guide

Dear Educator,

In this guide, you will find five evidence-based recommendations for reading
instruction from the government’s What Works Clearinghouse, along with
information on how to put them into practice.

What follows on these pages will help you stay up to date on emerging

best practices for reading instruction. In addition to the Clearinghouse
recommendations, you will find “recipes for success” for reading group
management and monitoring, Rtl, and online practice. Important Web sites
listed throughout will guide you to additional resources.

We are proud to have developed this guide in support of Total Reader’s
commitment to data-driven instruction. Although this guide is primarily
intended for educators, parents will also find guidance for assisting their
children’s reading growth.

Our goal is to help you provide reading instruction that fosters growth,
confidence, and independence. When we work together to meet these goals, we
help students achieve a lifetime of reading success.

Thank you,

Loren Tarantino
District Office Administrator (Retired)

Melissa Amerian
Classroom Teacher

Scott Sibley
Total Reader Manager
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SECTION 1:

BEST PRACTICES FOR STUDENTS STRUGGLING
WITH READING

In its publication Assisting Students Struggling

with Reading: Response to Intervention (Rtl) and
Multi-Tier Intervention in the Primary Grades, the U.S.
Department of Education has issued five concrete
recommendations to help ensure that all primary
school students learn to read. It is important to
develop an implementation plan and then coordinate
with a building-level team to identify best practices for
each recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION (M 1 |

Screen all students for potential reading problems at
the beginning of the year and again in the middle of
the year. (The What Works Clearinghouse suggests
setting up a “universal screening system” where
specific reading and reading-related skills . . . should
be assessed in screening and progress monitoring
measures at each grade level.)

e Regularly monitor the progress of all students who
are at elevated risk for reading disabilities.

Educator Comments on Recommendation 1

All students benefit from thoughtful, well-planned reading activities
designed to challenge them at their current reading level. Using a
reliable screening tool will save teachers a lot of time.

Frequently, student schedules go through adjustments during the
first week of school. This is a perfect time to assess the reading level

of every student, then establish and practice a reading routine in

the classroom.
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Be sure to have a variety of interesting reading material available for
students to select from, and then allow students time to read every day.
Develop good habits early.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Teachers should use measures that are efficient, reliable, and valid.

¢ Monitor at-risk reading and reading-related skills monthly or
even weekly in order to determine whether students are making
adequate yearly progress or need additional support.

BEST PRACTICES

e To facilitate implementation of universal screening and progress
monitoring, create a building-level team consisting of teachers,
reading specialists/teachers, and administrators.

e Select a set of efficient screening measures that identify children at
risk for poor reading outcomes with reasonable accuracy.

e Use benchmark assessments or growth rates (or a combination
thereof) to identify children at low, moderate, or high risk for
developing reading difficulties.

e For K-2 teachers: Use various reading target areas, via measures
and recommended grade levels, for early screening and progress
monitoring:

e K-Grade 1: Letter naming fluency, phoneme segmentation
(kindergarten proficiencies to be assessed are letter name
identification, phonemic awareness, and expressive and
receptive vocabulary; first grade proficiencies to be assessed
are phonemic awareness, decoding, word identification, and
text reading; the second semester of first grade adds reading
speed as a proficiency to be assessed).

e @Grade 1: Nonsense word fluency
Grades 1-2: Word identification, oral reading fluency (second
grade proficiencies to be assessed are word reading and
passage reading).

e As acomplement to English as a Second Language instruction,
have higher-level students (and possibly intermediate-level students
as well) work either independently or in small, homogenous group
settings in order to supplement the set classroom curriculum and
help in the monitoring of each student’s progress.

e Screen students for their instructional reading level using a Lexile
measure and monitor their progress on a real time basis.

e As a part of general instruction, use student and/or class data to
formulate individual and group lesson plans. Students can work
either independently or in small, homogenous group settings,
based on their assessed skills. Teachers can then adjust lesson plans
based on reading skill levels.

Strategy for student buy-in: Tell
students why they will be taking a
reading assessment and how you
will use the results.

WEB SITES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

e U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Educational Sciences:
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/rti_reading_pg_021809.pdf

* Reading Assessments, K-12, Language Arts/English.© 2005 K12 Inc.:

http://eprcontent.k12.com/placement/placement/placement_langarts_2.html
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e “Understanding and Using Reading Assessment, K-12” by Peter
Afflerbach. International Reading Association. © 1996-2010 IRA:
http://www.reading.org/General/Publications/Books/BK585.aspx

e “Hands-On Reform Leads to Big Student Gains,” by Ellen R. Delisio,
© 2009 Education World, Inc.:

http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin572.shtml

* An online assessment and progress monitoring reading
intervention tool for students, teachers, administrators, and parents.
EDmin. © 1998-2008, EDmin.com:

www.totalreader.com
e For updated resources please visit www.totalreader.com/c/content/
videos-guides

RECOMMENDATION 4 | |

Provide time for differentiated reading instruction

for all students based on assessments of students’
current reading level. (The U.S. Department of
Education’s What Works Clearinghouse states that by
using assessment data, educators can use varying
methods of reading instruction in their classrooms in
order to best serve their students’ individual learning
needs, i.e. vocabulary, decoding.)

Educator Comments on Recommendation 2

For students at different reading levels, the time spent planning a
variety of learning activities before lessons are needed will pay off huge
dividends. Design student activities for independent, as well as group
learning settings, using reading material that meets student needs.

Meet with colleagues teaching the same grade level or content area
and talk about how they are designing lessons to meet the needs of
students.

Share or exchange lesson ideas with colleagues, then meet frequently
to reflect on the results of the lessons.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

* Provide collaborative time for teachers to learn efficient and reliable
ways to collect and interpret reading screening data.

e Make time for teacher training during pre-service days, summer
or off-track time, embedded professional hours/days, weekends,
or evenings.

* Use a training-of-trainers model to provide ongoing training during
the school year.

BEST PRACTICES

e Develop data-driven rules for providing differentiated instruction
to students at varied reading proficiency levels (e.g. gradually
introduce independent silent reading activities that focus on skills

SECTION T:
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Strategy for student buy-in: Have
students track the progress of their
reading scores.

Use assessment data to identify students who would benefit from
differentiated instruction (e.g. varying time, content, and degree of
support and scaffolding based on students’ assessed skills).
Identify teacher-coaches, specializing in reading instruction, to work
with content area teacher.

Monitor at-risk reading and reading-related skills monthly, weekly,
or even daily in order to determine whether students are making
adequate progress or need additional support.

As a complement to English as a Second Language instruction,
have higher-level students (and possibly intermediate level students
as well) work either independently or in small, homogenous group
settings in order to supplement the set classroom curriculum.

Give students choices of reading passages that are at their
instructional reading level. Students can work either independently
or in small, homogenous group settings, based on their assessed
skills. Teachers can assign individual and group lessons based on
instructional reading levels of students.

Use student and/or class data in order to formulate individual and
group lesson plans.

WEB SITES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

“Tying Read Alouds to Standards,” by Cathy Puett Miller, © 2009

Education World, Inc.:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/columnists/miller/miller042.shtml

“The Book Whisperer: Inspiring Kids to Read,” by Ellen R. Delisio, ©

2009 Education World, Inc.:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_issues/chat/chat242.shtml

“Differentiated Instruction” by Various

Education World, Inc.:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/strategy/strategy042.shtml

“Differentiated Reading Instruction: Small Group Alternative Lesson
Structures for All Students,” M. Kosanovich, K. Ladinsky, L. Nelson,

J.Torgesen, Florida Center for Reading Research:
http://www.fcrr.org/assessment/pdf/smallgroupalternativelessonstructures.pdf

For updated resources please visit www.totalreader.com/c/content/
videos-guides

RECOMMENDATION | |

Provide intensive, systematic instruction on up to
three foundational reading skills in small groups to
students who score below the benchmark score on
universal screening.

Educator Comments on Recommendation 3

To see student achievement improve and gather constructive data for
future decisions, focus on one reading skill at a time.

Use student data to determine where the reading gaps are for your
students.
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Strategy for student buy-in:
Demonstrate to the whole class
what each reading skill “looks and
sounds like” at the beginning and
end of the lesson.

In order to meet the needs of all your students, try designing your
reading activities around the learning modalities of your students.
You may want to design the same lesson for more than one learning
modality.

Guarantee a successful learning experience for every student,
every day!

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

e Screen reading skills at the beginning of the school year, then
monitor skills throughout the year.
e Use curriculum that addresses the components of reading
instruction and considers students’ needs and developmental
levels.
®* Use standard protocols, such as tutoring programs for all
students scoring below benchmark (with emphasis on
foundational skills and strategies that are essential to learning
to read).

®* Choose an intervention program or programs that are
compatible with the school’s core reading program, providing
intensive, small group instruction in three to four foundational
skills.

®* Teach and build foundational skills to mastery, incorporating
some complex reading skills.

e Implement this program three to five times a week, for
approximately 20 to 40 minutes, depending on grade level.

e  Build skills gradually and provide a high level of teacher-student
interaction with opportunities for practice and feedback.

BEST PRACTICES

e Using small, homogenous groups, ranging from three to four
students, address the major components of reading instruction
by using curriculum. (Major components of reading instruction
include comprehension, fluency, phonemic awareness, phonics,
and vocabulary.)

* Use a systematic approach to building reading skills. Introduce
skills first in isolation and then integrate them with other skills.

* Provide small group reading skill practice for approximately 20 to
40 minutes, three to five days a week.

e As acomplement to English as a Second Language instruction,
have higher-level students (and possibly intermediate-level students
as well) work either independently or in small, homogenous group
settings in order to supplement the set classroom curriculum.

e As part of supplemental instruction and/or Special Education
instruction, focus on foundational reading skills in small groups,
working with students who are below target reading levels.
Foundational reading skills include comprehension, fluency,
phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary.

e Isolate foundational skill areas where students need more intensive,
systematic instruction. Teachers can adjust lesson plans based on
reading skill levels.

e Use student and/or class data in order to formulate individual and
group lesson plans. Students can work either independently or in
small, homogeneous group settings, based on their assessed skills.
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WEB SITES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

e “Tools forTeaching Implements Response to Intervention” by Fred
Jones Educaiton World, Inc.:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/columnists/jones/jones043.shtml

e Worksheets that contain original stories, poems, essays, and

articles for elementary through middle school. © 1996 — 2020 RHL:
http:///www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm

¢ Worksheets and printables for various subjects for K-12

(membership provides greater access):
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/language_arts/reading_comp/

e For updated resources please visit www.totalreader.com/c/content/
videos-guides

RECOMMENDATION i ] ]

Monitor the progress of Tier 2 students at least once
a month. (Tier 2 students are identified as “[those]
students who demonstrate problems based on
screening measures or weak progress from regular
classroom instruction.”)

¢ These students will continue to “receive
supplemental small group reading instruction aimed
at building foundational reading skills.”

Educator Comments on Recommendation 4

Have students keep track of their own progress on a weekly basis.
Celebrate incremental success!

Some students benefit from structured reading intervention. Be
sure you know where to find the intervention resources before you
need them.

It is essential that you continue to use your core curriculum. Be sure
students understand the vocabulary used in your lesson before you
introduce the new content.

Frequent progress monitoring is essential. Try using cues and questions

during your lesson. Do not wait until the end of the learning activity to
check for understanding.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

e Schools should establish a schedule to assistTier 2 students at least
monthly through the following steps:
®* Reassigning students who have not met benchmarks
®* Graphing students’ progress in reading in a reliable fashion
®* Regrouping students who need continued instructional support

BEST PRACTICES

e Use grade appropriate measures to monitor progress of Tier 2 students
on a regular basis (at least eight times during the school year).

SECTION 1:
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Strategy for student buy-in: With
the help of the student, develop a
reading improvement calendar
customized for the intervention.

e  While providingTier 2 intervention, use progress monitoring and
formative assessment data to identify students needing additional
instruction. According to research, “providing teachers with
graphic displays of students’ scores on formative assessments was
associated with a 26 percentile point gain in achievement . . . when
students track their own progress on assessments using graphic
displays, the gains are even higher . .. a 32 percentile point gain in
their achievement.”

* Use progress monitoring or formative assessment data to regroup
Tier 2 students approximately every six weeks.

e As acomplement to English as a Second Language instruction,
have higher-level (and possibly intermediate) students work either
independently or in small, homogenous group settings in order to
supplement the set classroom curriculum.

e As part of supplemental instruction and/or Special Education
instruction, focus on foundational reading skills in small groups,
working with students who are below target reading levels.
Foundational reading skills include comprehension, fluency,
phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary.

e Monitor students on a rolling basis so that teachers can group
similar reading levels together for small group instruction.

e As a part of general instruction, use student and/or class data in
order to formulate individual and group lesson plans.

WEB SITES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

e The Reading Rockets Project, © 2010 WETA Washington, DC.:

http://www.readingrockets.org
* Progress monitoring templates can be found here. © 1996 — 2009,

Maryland State Department of Education:
http://mdk12.org/data/progress/developing/m4w2/pr2/index.html

¢ For updated resources please visit www.totalreader.com/c/content/
videos-guides

RECOMMENDATION H: NN

Provide intensive instruction on a daily basis

that promotes the development of the various
components of reading proficiency to students who
show minimal progress after reasonable time in
[Tier 2] small group instruction.

Educator Comments on Recommendation 5

Identify the learning goal for each lesson. Remind students daily what
those goals are. Scaffold the lesson using prior knowledge.

Have students keep track of the learning goals and their progress.
Break your lesson into measurable portions for small group discussion.

Practice the new skill frequently during the lesson. Repeat, re-teach,
and reinforce the skills daily.

SECTION T:
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Strategy for student buy-in: Ensure
students experience success every
day and tell the student what they
did well.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION

e Use one-on-one or small group instruction so students have more
opportunities to respond, specifically:
e To review and strengthen reading skills
e To emphasize a specific skill

BEST PRACTICES

¢ Implement instruction that focuses on a small but targeted set of
reading skills.
e  Adjust the overall lesson pace:
e Schedule multiple and extended instructional sessions daily.
¢ Include opportunities for extensive practice and high quality
feedback with one-on-one instruction (or small, homogenous
groups).
e Plan and individualize Tier 3 instruction using input from a
school-based Response to Intervention team, keeping in mind:
e Students with learning disabilities must have carefully
scaffolded instruction.
e Material-supports play a role in individualizing student learning,
including the following:
¢ Graphic organizers
e Procedural facilitators
¢ Concrete manipulatives
e Teach spelling because this promotes reading in struggling readers.
e Ensure thatTier 3 students master a reading skill on strategy before
moving on.
¢ Use one-on-one or small group instruction so students have more
opportunities to respond. One-on-one instruction includes:
e @Giving students feedback based on their individual responses
e Teaching students to mastery, based on individual learning
progress
e Assess student progress over time to identify the need for
additional reading intervention and/or more personalized and
intensive instruction or possible special education services.
e As part of supplemental instruction and/or Special Education
instruction, focus on foundational reading skills in small groups,
working with students who are below target reading levels.
Foundational reading skills include comprehension, fluency,
phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary.

WEB SITES TO SUPPORT TEACHERS

e The University of Texas at Austin, Establishing an Intensive Reading
and Writing Program for Secondary Students (Revised):
www.meadowscenter.org/vgc/materials/secondary_intensive.asp

e “Vocabulary and Spelling: Do Your Students Say ‘Boring’?” by Cara
Bafile,® 2012 Education World, Inc.:
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson241.shtml

e For updated resources please visit www.totalreader.com/c/content/
videos-guides
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SECTION 2:

HOW TO IMPLEMENT BEST PRACTICES USING
TOTAL READER™

IN THIS SECTION:

READING GROUP MANAGEMENT
AND MONITORING

ONLINE SCALED PRACTICE TOOL

USING TOTAL READER AS
A FLAGGING TOOL (EARLY
WARNING) FOR READING
INTERVENTION

TOTAL READER TRANSLATES
INTO READING SKILLS IN
THE WORKPLACE

FOR PARENTS: WHAT YOU
CAN DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD
BE SUCCESSFUL

The Clearinghouse recommendations in this
Guide suggest that screening, monitoring, and
differentiated instruction are needed to serve
individual learning needs. Yet educators don't
always have a source of timely feedback to inform
instruction.

Total Reader™ provides that feedback in a
multi-faceted assessment program aligned to
the U.S. Department of Education intervention
recommendations outlined in this guide.

How Total Reader works is simple:

e |Initial Screening
Student reading ability is measured with the scientifically-proven
Lexile scale used by the major achievement tests. (To carry out
Recommendation #1)

e Monitoring Continued Practice and Motivating Progress
Students get a new Lexile score as they finish each reading
passage, so monitoring is continual. The practice passages keep
pace with student growth, always providing reading that fits.
(To carry out Recommendations #1 and #4 and in support of
Recommendations #2, #3, and #5)

For students, watching their scores grow in “real time"” is powerfully
motivating, as is the online format.

e Reports
Individual and class reports give educators actionable data for
informing instruction. (For data to support implementation of
Recommendations #2, #3, #4, and #5.)
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Please read on to discover the practical ways thatTotal Reader
supports implementation of the recommendations and a
measurable difference in reading progress.
e READING GROUP MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING
READING GROUP MANAGEMENT
Lexile scores (provided regularly by Total Reader via individual and
class reports) are a great tool to help establish reading groups.
“Total Reader is more than just . Assign student_s to smal! reac_jing groups (4-6 students) on a
an assessment and remedial tool. consistent bz_:\3|s (e.g. daily, biweekly). _
Total Reader provides the abilit e Vary group time, content, and degree of support and scaffolding
p y ’ H
for me to see student progress, based on groups a.ssessed .SkIHS' .

. . . . . e Structure cooperative learning groups so that each student is
pinpoint reading dlﬂicu,ltles’ individually accountable for mastery of the content as well as the
”Ssessﬂ”e'?c.y’ and provide ) performance of all group members.
accountability. Total Reader is e Teach students the characteristics and expected behaviors of each
excellent at promoting careful group role before assigning students into learning groups.
reading and using content and
context to achieve meaning. It Homogenous groups
builds and strengthens vocabulary. ¢ QOrganize students in homogenous groups, according to similar
The reports and graphs also Lexile scores, in order for those students to practice weaker
provide a visual incentive for reading-related skills together.
students to compete against ¢ In a homogenous group, have students share the responsibility
themselves. In Total Reader you for leadership and other group roles. Have students take turns
have a wonderful product!” “leading” or “facilitating” different activities or sections of the

Nancy Coleman assigned lesson.
Reading Specialist
Hayes Middle School Diverse groups
Michigan e Organize students in diverse groups, according to varied Lexile
scores (varied proficiencies) in order to assist struggling readers
by having more proficient readers as “model” readers.
¢ |n adiverse group, have a more proficient reader “lead” or
“facilitate” the group activity.
Oral fluency
e Assign a reading that pertains to passages students are familiar
with (i.e. same author, same titles, same genre) to practice oral
reading fluency.
Reinforcement of lessons
e Attach a lesson (e.g. vocabulary activity, discussion questions,
mini group project) that corresponds to the reading passage(s)
to complement the set classroom curriculum and to reinforce
foundational reading skills (reading comprehension, fluency,
phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary).
e Adjust lesson plans based on reading level skills of individual
students or student groups.
MONITORING
¢ Monitor reading and reading-related skills daily, weekly, or monthly.
e Monitor the progress of students as frequently as needed, based
on the requirements of the teacher, department, school site, district,
state, or federal mandates.
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“Total Reader is a highly useful
tool in both informing instructional
practices as well as tying students’
daily reading experiences to the
year end high stakes assessments.”
Marie Sweeney
Reading Specialist
Hartley Elementary School
Portland, Oregon

“My administration team is quite
impressed with the data we are
getting from Total Reader and
the accessibility of this data. The
reports allow me to look at the
data in many ways. I can see this
becoming a valuable tool for my
district. Kudos to you guys!”

Ellen Repstad

District Administrator

Mt. Abraham Union High

School

Vermont

Why monitor student progress?

¢ Monitoring helps to determine whether students are making
adequate progress.

* Monitoring helps to determine whether students need
additional support (e.g. supplemental classroom or at-home
assignments, reading specialist intervention, or tutoring).

e Teachers can adjust reading groups (regrouping) based on
progress monitoring.

e Statistics have shown that students who monitor their own
progress increase their achievement.

What to monitor?

Teachers can view student progress using the Total Reader reports

based on:

e Current Lexile level (CL)

Reading ranges (easy, targeted, instructional)

Lexile progress (over the course of the school year)

Total Reader usage (based on a rolling 12-week period)

Lexile history (the ten most recent Lexile measures and

dates achieved)

e Passage history (the ten most recent passages, citing the passage
title 1.D., passage title, questions correct/possible, percentage
correct, passage Lexile measure, genre, and date taken)

ONLINE SCALED PRACTICE TOOL

UseTotal Reader as an online practice tool beginning in the third
grade and continuing into college.

Students can access more than 4,000 fiction and nonfiction
passages that are not only designed for every reading level but are
age-appropriate.

Total Reader tracks each individual student’s progress for a rolling
12-week period and provides immediate, “real time"” feedback to
students, boosting their confidence, while keeping information
easily accessible and beautifully organized for students, teachers,
administrators, and parents.

For students, Total Reader provides:

e A daily practice tool

e Screening and monitoring that returns a Lexile score based on
the student’s instructional reading level

¢ The ability to choose their reading topics

Easy-to-read individual reports that display:

e Current Lexile level (CL)

e Reading ranges (based on three different ranges — easy,
targeted, and instructional)

Lexile progress (over the course of the school year)

e Total Reader usage (based on a rolling 12-week period)
Lexile history (the ten most recent Lexile measures and the
dates achieved)

e Passage history (the ten most recent passages, citing the
title, questions correct/possible, percentage correct, passage
Lexile measure, genre, and date taken).
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TOTAL READER’'S WHAT WORKS READING GUIDE




For teachers and administrators, Total Reader provides:

e A monitoring tool that can be used on a daily basis to track
student or class progress on reading and reading related skills

e Anintervention management tool to inform curriculum and
learning activity development for individual students or
cooperative learning groups (i.e. reading groups, supplemental
assignments for struggling readers)

e Varied, easy-to-read reports
e Targeted Reading Report (displays suggested reading ranges

based on students’ current Lexile measures and displays

recommended readings based on three different ranges —

easy, targeted, and instructional)

Class Report

Course Report

Section Report

Student Record Report (select a student)

Monthly Usage Chart (select a student)
e Lexile Progress Chart (select a student)

* A way to engage parents in dialogue regarding the learning
goals and progress of their students

e USING TOTAL READER AS A FLAGGING TOOL (EARLY
WARNING) FOR READING INTERVENTION

For all students:

e Total Reader helps teachers work with students to develop
learning goals and then monitor student progress.

e Total Reader helps teachers identify the weaker foundational
reading skills of a class so they can divide lessons in smaller,

“Total Reader gives us the measurable portions for small group discussion.
opportunity to develop both a ¢ Total Reader helps with scaffolding lessons.
comprehensive data collection ]

system and related insight into the For the General Ed population:

* Teachers can use student, class, or course data in order to
formulate individual and group lesson plans to strengthen
foundational reading skills. (Total Reader is not a substitute for
the English as a Second Language acquisition program, but
rather a complement to ESL classroom instruction.)

e Teachers can use student data in order to adjust lesson plans for
individual students or group lesson plans.

minds of our struggling readers.
Furthermore, our students become
extremely motivated and excited

to read when they see their Lexile
measures. Total Reader is a great
tool to use for reluctant readers!
Not only is the tool exceptional, but
the customer service is impeccable.
The program has been a win-win
situation for both our students as

For the English as a Second Language population:
Total Reader is not a substitute for the English as a Second
Language acquisition program, but rather a complement to ESL

well as our budget!” classroom instruction.
Lauren Ellis e As acomplement to English as a Second Language instruction,
Director of Special higher-level students (and possibly intermediate students)
Education who are below target reading levels can focus on foundational
Estacada High School reading skills and work either independently or in small groups
Estacada, Oregon (homogenous or diverse).

e Total Reader is an excellent way for a higher-level (and
possibly intermediate) English language learner to focus on
vocabulary building.

* Total Reader can also be used as an oral fluency tool for higher-
level (and possibly intermediate) ESL students by having
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“When I was first introduced to
Total Reader, I was thrilled to
find an interactive online learning
resource that would provide my
students with a reading diagnostic
and regular practice utilizing the
time-tested cloze procedure, one
that I knew to stimulate active
reading strategies and improve
comprehension. Furthermore,
measuring adult students’ reading
levels in Lexile measures (not
grade levels) and matching them
with outside research articles or
books for pleasure reading at their
reading level was another first
for mature learners. Finally, the
ability for students, faculty, and
administrators to track reading
improvement throughout the
semester, watching their Lexile
measures rise with practice, made
this site an unheard of resource in
the college setting and one I was
determined to bring to my campus.”

Inna Newbury

Professor of Reading

El Camino College

students read aloud passages once all the cloze items have
been selected. This is also a helpful way for students to practice
reading comprehension and gain insight on syntax.

For the Special Education population:

As part of supplemental instruction and/or Special Education
instruction, students who are below target reading levels

can focus on foundational reading skills and work either
independently or in small groups (homogenous or diverse), in
order to complement the set classroom instruction and guide
teachers in making any modifications necessary for Special
Education students.

Special Education students can use Total Reader without
pressure of being timed or “keeping pace” with other students
because they can go at their own pace.

Use printable reports for monitoring progress on Individual
Education Plans and assisting in 504 meetings.

e TOTAL READER TRANSLATES INTO READING SKILLS IN
THE WORKPLACE

Most elementary, middle school, high school, and college students are
computer savvy. Many know their way around the Internet. However,
most of that computer use is time spent playing games, surfing the
Internet, and using social media Web sites such as MySpace and
Facebook.

As parents and educators, we would rather our children and students’
computer use be educationally based, with emphasis on real life skills.
Total Reader brings the component of life skills to use as a practical,
success-proven, data-driven program that is easy to use and prepares
them for computer use within the workplace.

With Total Reader, students learn life skills. For example, they can:

Access a wide variety of passages, both fiction and nonfiction
Practice their reading and reading skills using a computer
View their progress in charts and graphs

Refer to their Lexile and passage history

Learn about topics that interest them (i.e. animals, sports,
science, business)

Link to other educational Web sites for suggested readings
Search for books to read based on diverse criteria such as title,
author, keywords, publisher, or even language

Learn about reading-level requirements for entry-level jobs
Set goals for themselves through the targeted reading ranges
Challenge themselves to improve reading vocabulary
and comprehension

Have the potential to become stronger, more confident readers
Have the potential to become more comfortable and
independent using technology, ultimately preparing them for
the workplace setting
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“My middle child, a third grader,
has had academic issues, especially
with reading. However, this year
he has made tremendous progress.
In a recent parent conference his
teacher gave most of the credit to
Total Reader. Since using Total
Reader late last fall he has jumped
over 350L and it shows in his other
school work. Most importantly
for me, he enjoys reading now. It
used to be a fight to get him to read
anything! I like and understand
the research behind Lexile
measures, but from my experience
HOW the scores are generated is
very important. My son’s teacher
now uses Total Reader for her own
tenth grade son”

Al Solano

Director of Federal

Programs

Santa Monica Community

College and El Camino

Community College

FOR PARENTS: WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD
BE SUCCESSFUL

Provide a quiet, comfortable, well-lit space for your child to do
homework and study.

Have a set time each day dedicated to your child’s homework

and practice.

Assist your child with challenging work, but encourage
independence and self-study.

Eliminate distractions (i.e. television, radio, other siblings) to help
your child to concentrate and focus.

Help your child schedule study time for assignments, tests,

and projects.

Help your child establish, monitor, and achieve his/her academic
goals.

Use positive reinforcement (i.e. rewards, praise).

Follow your child's Total Reader progress by viewing reports.
Know your child’s Lexile score and make sure they have books at
their targeted and instructional levels (the latter, to challenge them).
Take your child to the bookstore, public library, and to various
educational Web sites on the Internet to find appropriate
reading material.

Foster those skills that are important in the workplace (i.e. initiative,
problem-solving, communication, writing skills).
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SECTION 3:

HOW TO USE TOTAL READER™

GET IN THE “ZONE"!

Total Reader™ combines reading practice and
assessment in an online format that is very easy
to use.

TheTotal Reader library has more than 4,000
differentiated “testlets” or passages from a wealth
of fiction and nonfiction sources, organized by topic.
Students get to choose what they want to read.

Throughout each passage, students find numbered
blanks or “cloze” items. They choose the best words to
fill in the blanks. As students complete the passages,
Total Reader displays a reading score based on the
Lexile Framework® for Reading.

Getting started is easy--no special training is required.
Here's a brief tour of the student experience.

INITIAL SCREENING
PASSAGE SELECTION
PASSAGE COMPLETION
SCORING & MONITORING
REPORTS

SUGGESTED BOOK LISTS
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“I have been using Total Reader
with my fourth grade reading class
for four months. These students
are in the “intensive” reading level
and are all below grade level.
The results thus far have been
impressive. Reading scores have
increased and students have been
motivated to WANT to read. This
has led to a significant change
in behaviors around reading. In
working with students at this level,
the behaviors can often be more of a
challenge than reading instruction.
Total Reader has been a wonderful
tool to help with this change.
Scott Wisenburg
Teacher
Birmingham School District

INITIAL SCREENING

Two-step initial screening process:

e Students complete a five-paragraph diagnostic created for Total
Reader by MetaMetrics, the company that developed the Lexile
Scale, containing one cloze* item per paragraph.

e Students complete approximately 6-8 passages, until they have
completed 45 cloze items total. Total Reader then has enough data
to determine their initial Lexile measure. The additional passages
can be done in as little as an hour.

*Cloze: A technique that utilizes deleted words from a passage where
a word or words can be inserted to construct and complete meaning
from the text (fill-in-the-blanks).

Total Reader

Read these five paragraphs carefully. When you come to a missing word, click the green number. Four word
choices will appear. Click on the word that best completes the sentance. Use the scroll bar to continue reading
until you have read all the paragraphs.

Chris Reader

Diagnostic

Sara looked at Sam's books, lined up in a row on his desk. His pencils were
lined up too, and she noticed some were engraved with his name. His desk was
sparkling clean--as shiny as a mirror. Sara had never seen him keep his desk
that clean at school. She was glad she had come to visit him. She had learned
something 1

about her friend.

Her mother had a good friend named Charlotte. They had gone to school
together and both loved taking care of their gardens. Her mother grew
vegetables, but Charlotte grew a wild assortment of flowers. One summer
evening, they were strolling through her yard, admiring the roses. Suddenly a
baby bird staggered in front of them. "Oh, the poor thing," Charlotte said. "We
must rescue it." She ran back in the housetofinda 2 for the abandoned
bird.

Choose the best word that completes the sentance

clean purple awesome

TEXTSIZE: AIAlATA
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What are parents saying about
Total Reader?

“I love Total Reader. I now know my
son can go on the Internet at home
and he will be productive. He loves
doing Total Reader at home.”

“My daughter is excited about
reading and her sisters and
brothers want to participate in
Total Reader”

“I can already see the changes in
his reading”

PASSAGE SELECTION

The 4,000 passages in theTotal Reader library include short stories,
magazine and newspaper articles, and excerpts from novels and
nonfiction books. The Total Reader library offers selections that are age
and reading level appropriate. Students choose a passage based on
their own interests.

e Students click the buttons at the top to choose fiction or nonfiction.
They browse to a topic they are interested in reading.

e After they click on a title, they see a brief introduction to the
passage.

e They click to read the passage or they can select another story.

Chris Read
Total Reader pet

Click a topic to see sublopics. Click a subtopic to see story titles. Click a story title to learn more about the
story.

0ur Socmtx)
People All Over the World

Places and Histol
School i

" Spouky
Sports’ and Games
Stories
I Adventure
[ Behind the Brambles--Part B
3 Behind the Brambles--Part C
i Julia and Robbie: The Tornado Afternoon--Part A
i Juha and Ro bae The Tornado Afternoon--Part B
i Julia and Robbie: The Winter Blizzard--Part B
i~l-] Santa Moria Castle—- Part A
i Santa Moria Castle--Part B
Santa Moria Castle--Part D

TEXTSIZE: AIATATA
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PASSAGE COMPLETION

e As students read, they fill in the cloze items (blanks) embedded
within the passage.

e They are prompted to choose the word that best completes the
sentence from four choices offered at the bottom of the screen.

e Since there is no time limit, students fill in the blanks at their own
pace. However, Total Reader does not score or record incomplete
passages. Students may not return to the same passage once they
exit the session.

Chris Read
Total Reader oo

Read these five paragraphs carefully. When you come to a missing word, click the green number. Four word
choices will appear. Click on the word that best completes the sentance. Use the scroll bar to continue reading
until you have read all the paragraphs.

The New Shoes
Pat let out a muffled yelp as he stumbled on the sidewalk. He was wearing his old

sandals and the strap had come loose again. One of the grocery bags he was carrying
dropped to the ground.

He glared down at the bag, now split open. He was going to have to find another way to
get the milk and bread and bananas home to his mother.

He sighed, set down the other two bags, and began fitting the groceries inside. Finally
he gotthe 1  done.

Then he scrambled back to his feet, lifting the bags in one hand so he could wave with
the other. His luck was good after all. A green Ford pickup was headed his way. It was
Jason, who lived next door.

Choose the best word that completes the sentance

job house cookie magazine

TEXTSIZE: AIATATA
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“I like to fill in the words because
you have to understand the words
and the storyboard!”
Fourth Grade Student
Bird Rock Elementary
San Diego, California

SCORING & MONITORING

Total Reader establishes an initial reading score based on the number
of correct answers, using a scoring process that combines prior
information with current data.

e The initial reading score displays after students have completed the
diagnostic and approximately 6-8 more passages.

e Scores are updated after completion of each passage.
Access to passages in the optimal Lexile range automatically
adjusts as the reading score changes. (Please see page 28 for more
information aboutThe Lexile Framework® for Reading.)

Chris Read
Total Reader Sk

The New Shoes

You have finished this story and your reading measure has changed.

Well done! You got 6 out of 6 correct.

Your Lexile reading measure is now 450L.

Select Another Story

You have finished the story. Did you enjoy it?
Please rate the story to submit your answers.

Rating low: s fr e fr frHigh Thanks for rating!

TEXTSIZE: AIATATA

REPORTS

Total Reader provides students and teachers multiple reports to track
student progress and program usage. Key information from a sample
Student Record Report appears below.

e Total Reader automatically updates scores in real time and tracks
the number of times a student uses the program.

e The results appear on both the Student Record and teacher/admin
reports.
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“The reports provided by Total e A full Student Record Report displays Lexile history, recent
Reader allow me to use real-time passages taken, the number correct, and more.

data to organize reading groups by
reading level and identify textbooks | ® A sample Student Record Report appears below. It is available to
and reading materials based on the both students and teachers.

Lexile scores of the students and the
text Lexile levels of the books. Total E] Total Reader Welcome,
Reader is a huge asset to have in N
the lesson planning process!”

MY PROGRESS

Sandra Sibley My Current Lexile Measure: 440L
Teacher
. My Progress Repart Sample Passage

Bird Rock Elementary St e
San Diego, California Chris Reader

Grade: 3

Lexile: 4401

+ Expand All = Close AIl

~ Reading Ranges
‘Wednesday, September 19, 2012 - 2:52 PM POT

Targeted
L =200L 1o =100L CL =100L Lo +50L
2401 - 340L 3400 -

Class/Course Teacher

A Performance Summary

] Toda| Flends r Uas,
0 Ayerage Monthiy Lude O Aversge Uses Par Wk
12000 w0
11000
Ix .
i= 2 g
x Dl ks ) Fi L g
i- 8
x - Contrict Wsage Goal
biooga Y b ta33¢gq
JJJ?@’:‘::*#’?#J ﬁﬁ,*¥-*ﬁ¢~£#%~#&~#@

e A sample Class Report appears below. It is one of several types
of reports available to teachers and administrators. A Class
Report provides the teacher with information about each student in
the class.

Teacher: QEM EDminone

Number of Classes: 3

Class Name: 4th Grade Readers (Grade 4) — 5 Student(s)
]

Reading Fictlon Nenfiction  (£]) Initial
Student Name Group Passages Passages Passages Benchmark Valld Current Lexlle LastDate Comect/Total
icick so view raporsy Grade CommonCore-Ted ~ Completed Count _ Count Lexile  Lexile Lexile Change Taken Cloze ltems
Jacklyn Aleman 4 Heeds Intervention 145 40 105 734L 700U 73L 4L 20120604 723/368
(Colton Hoffer L Needs intervention 143 0 103 T3 698 TIA 4L 2012-06-03 7175860
f;““)‘ 4 Meeds Intervention 148 40 105 AL T ML 4L 20120604 7300875
ToAme Palmer 4 Meads Intervention 143 40 103 THL FOOU | TAOL | 40L (20120604 72NfBE4
L 4 Needs Intervention 143 4 101 L O 7I WL 20120604 7201863
Redriguez
Class Name: 8th Grade Readers (Grade 8) — 5 Student(s)

@

Reading Fiction Nonfiction [ 3} Inttial
Student Name Group g hmark Valld Curent Lexile LastDate Cormect/Total
[l pe viaw report) Grade Meta Mebics - Reader ~ Cumphllld (mmt Count Lexlle Lexile Lexile Change Taken Cloze tems
Rarchel Calar ] Proficient 147 [ 2 10200 100AL 10381 350 20120604 6R4/4
Hanser Castro | & Proficient 122 & 75 T03LTe0IL 1031 0L 20020603 66605
Katherine Hall 8 Proficlent 155 &8 8 1030L 1001L 103IL 30U 20120604 247902
SIMON NOLL & Froficient 133 62 i 1029 1W00IL 1029L 2BL 20120604 B660/793
Nasezha
Sekdinskaya ] Proficient 148 &7 b 10150 938 1019L 1L 20120504  699/845
Class Name: 11th Grade Readers (Grade 11) — 5 Student(s)

2]

Reading Fiction Nonfiction  (£) Initial
Student Nam, Group Passages Passages Passages Benchmark Valld Current Lexile LastDate Cormect/Total
uﬁnﬂl Mata Mabics-Tedt  + Completed Count _ Count Lexile  Lexile Lexile Change Taken Cloze ltems
Mark Carranza 11 Proficient 143 & 7 MU 1ROL 2L 33 0020604 TOTEN0
Ryhan DeRoeck 11 Proficient 134 3] ] ML 10921 1M20L 8L 20120603 652786
Jiwansy
Orellana n Froficient 136 65 n 123 oL 1123 in 2012-06-04 663,799
S‘.mmgli " Proficient 139 &5 7 AL 090U TMIBL 28 20120604 6907329
Genger Shenefelt 11 Proficient 137 62 2 1000 10920 1N0GL 1L 20120604 669/806
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“I like Total Reader because I can
choose books that are interesting
to me!”

First Grade Student

Bird Rock Elementary

San Diego, California

SUGGESTED BOOK LISTS

Total Reader offers personalized suggested reading lists. Teachers have
access to each student’s reading list.

e Students see a reading list based on their specific instructional
reading range, as determined by their Lexile measure.

e Using the “Lexile Database” Web site link, students and teachers
can search Lexile Database for additional books in a specific Lexile
range.

Total Reuder Welcome,

SUGGESTED READING TRAINING & HELP

My Current Lexile Measure: 470L

Now that you have your Lexile Measure, get started reading! You can find any of the books below in your school library,
public library or local or online bookstares. Want more book choice? Click on the Lexile Database button to search the
entire Lexile database!

Suggested List for 450L - 540L

] wea |
- Click to search for more books in your reading range!
1 5
Lt

Search The Lexile Database
450L Baseball Camp on the Planet of the Eyeballs by Jon Buller

On his way to baseball camp, a young boy Is zapped to the Planet of the Eyeballs, where he teaches them how to play
ball.

460L Sideways Storles from Wayside School by Louis Sachar
Not only was the school built one room on top of another instead of next to each other, everyone in it is a little mixed up,
too.

470L Do You Like Cats? by Joanne
simple rhyming text and illustrations present different kinds of cats and their behavior.

4801 Gargoyles: Monsters In Stone by Jennifer Dussling
Describes different kinds of gargoyles, how they are created, and how they function as waterspouts.

490L Fudge-a-mania by Judy Blume
Peter describes the family vacation in Maine with the Tubmans, highlighted by the antics of his younger brother, Fudge.

500L Belng a Leader by Stuart Schwartz
Introduces goal-setting, learning how to resolve conflicts, and considering all viewpoints in order to assume leadership
on the job.

5101 Attack of the Mutant by R. L.
Stine Goasebumps Series. Skipper Matthews starts appearing in his favorite comic book, *The Mutant Menace.”

520L Green Frogs by Yumi Heo
In this story based on a Korean folktale, two rebellious green frogs learn a strong lesson In obedience.

530L The Mystery of the Missing Cat by Gertrude Chandler Warner
A Boxcar Children Mystery. The mysterious disappearance of a neighbor's cat requires some complicated detective wark.

540L Dream Water by Karen
Rivers This novel grew from the author's interest in whales, her opposition to their captivity, and a real-life incident that
occurred at a Victoria aquarium.
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SECTION 4:

WHAT IF TRACKING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
WAS THE EASIEST PART OF YOUR DAY?

The INFORM Learning System is
eligible for virtually any funding
initiative, including the Race to
the Top.

Your students’ success is your first concern—it always
has been.You know that measuring performance and
having access to powerful information for just-in-
time intervention is critical to advancing achievement.
To instruct effectively, you need to know what'’s
working and what'’s not. It seems so simple, but

data management tools available to you may not be
working that well.

So it may be surprising to learn that there is a way to
get easy access to actionable data.

EDmin, the company that providesTotal Reader, offers
an integrated solution that easily and affordably
guides data-driven instruction. EDmin’s solution, the
INFORMP® Learning System, it is a web-based academic
data warehouse with integrated assessment and
reporting tools. Since it is an open platform solution, it
also integrates easily with any existing data systems,
creating a complete yet flexible system to bring timely
data to the classroom.

Because you receive immediate feedback and access
to appropriate resources, you have precise ways to
target instruction. The system gives you access to a
full suite of capabilities:
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e Assessment:
Student performance measurement is easily managed, using
standards-aligned formative and summative assessments that can
be scored immediately and delivered to your desktop.You have
access to the ETS® Formative Assessment ltem Bank, containing
more than 60,000 items aligned to state standards.

¢ Reporting:
Analytics allow you to individualize instruction and group students
by proficiency levels. Timely reports provide the opportunity for
intervention and development of individual academic improvement
plans throughout the year—not during high-stakes testing when it's
too late to make changes. Dashboard, tabular, or graphical reports
display longitudinal, comparative, and predictive data, with trends
analysis functionality.

e Resources:
More than 1 million content standards with aligned resources
give you the tools to determine effective lesson plans. An easily
searchable online database enables you to locate instructional
resources already vetted by educational experts.

e Community:
You don’t have to go it alone. Administrators, teachers, and parents
can communicate more effectively, keeping all stakeholders
informed and on the same page.You have access to both local
and global communities where you can discuss challenges, pose
questions, and share best practices.

In addition, the INFORM® Learning System provides professional
development tools to identify and track professional development
opportunities aligned to standards.

For more information about the INFORM® Learning System, please
visit www.edmin.com.

ABOUT EDMIN

EDmin is a longtime leader in providing learning and accountability
solutions for K-20 education. The company has worked with schools
and districts of all sizes for 20 years and now serves nearly 5 million
users in all 50 states and the international market.

The company’s flagship product is the INFORM® Learning System. Total
Reader may be included in the INFORM® Learning System suite, or as
a stand-alone application.The EDmin family also includes Education
World®, SchoolNotes®, SchoolNomics™, IDMS®Test Builder™, EdGate®
Correlation Services, and Curriculum Matrix®.

EDmin is committed to providing an affordable, complete system
that educators can trust to accurately measure student progress and
improve instruction.
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A LOOK AT LEXILE MEASURES

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures
readers and text on the same scale. Developed

by MetaMetrics, Inc., this scientifically-based
approach allows educators to match reader ability
to text difficulty at a level that will be appropriately
challenging to improve reading skills.

Lexile measures can also be used to monitor progress,
establish reading groups, target instruction, support
Rtl, and set goals.

Lexile measures are the most widely adopted reading

gauge in use today. In 21 states, the state assessments
report Lexile measures, and Lexile measures are used

on the SAT, ACT, GRE, CPA, and many other exams.

READING RANGES

For individual students, Total Reader recommends a “targeted reading
range” (the suggested range of Lexiles at which students should be
reading), plus two additional difficulty ranges. These three difficulty
ranges help teachers guide students to appropriate reading materials,
depending on the specific reading task. The three ranges are:

Easy (from current Lexile: -200L to -100L)
Targeted (from current Lexile: -100L to +50L)
Instructional (from current Lexile: +50L to +150L)

READING GROUPS

Total Reader sorts students into three reading groups:

e Advanced
e Proficient
e Needs Intervention




Reading group assignment is based on grade and Lexile ranges, as
determined by a MetaMetrics, Inc. study, or by alignment to Common
Core stretch standards.

These recommendations are intended to help teachers guide students
to appropriate reading materials and textbooks depending on the
specific task. Lexile measures take the guesswork out of selecting
reading materials and textbooks that challenge a student’s ability.

SETTING GOALS

Ongoing Lexile assessment provides the data needed for goal setting
and real-time decisions about instruction. Individually, students can set
goals of improving their reading comprehension. Educators can also
set goals for their classrooms, schools, and districts.

For information about setting goals aligned to Common Core stretch
standards, please visit our website.

GRADE READER MEASURES TEXT MEASURES
(INTERQUARTILE RANGE, MID-YEAR) 2012 COMMON CORE STRETCH
25TH - 75TH PERCENTILE STANDARDS
1 Up to 300L 190L to 530L
2 140L to 500L 420L to 650L
3 330L to 700L 520L to 820L
4 445L to 810L 740L to 940L
5 565L to 910L 830L to 1010L
6 665L to 1000L 925L to 1070L
7 735L to 1065L 970L to 1120L
8 805L to 1100L 1010L to 1185L
9 855L to 1165L 1050L to 1260L
10 905L to 1195L 1080L to 1335L
11-12 940L to 1210L 1185L - 1385L

Source: MetaMetrics, Inc.
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“An invaluable road map
that will save time and
make it easier to administer
reading instruction.”

Barbara McDonald
Teacher

Bird Rock Elementary
San Diego, California

A handy reference guide
to help you transform
reading instruction!
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