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Dear Educator, 

Welcome to Total ReaderTM! With this tool, you will be able to motivate your students’ reading 
growth using Lexile scores. Total Reader provides each student with individually targeted practice 
that is always challenging . . . but not frustrating.

Total Reader combines reading practice and assessment. Each time students practice reading, they 
find out their Lexile measure. Each new reading passage keeps pace with their growth. Students 
choose passages based on their own interests from a library of more than 4,000 fiction and 
nonfiction passages, grouped by topic and Lexile level.

Students are also encouraged to read books in the range where they will be appropriately 
challenged.

Getting started is easy, as no special training is required. The following is a brief outline of the 
Total Reader program.

Thank you,

The Total Reader Team
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Total Reader is a low-stakes assessment tool that will help teachers, students, reading coaches and 
administrators:

•	 Identify the correct reading level for each student using a scientifically-proven scaled score
•	 Track reading progress in real time 
•	 Provide independent practice, at school or at home
•	 Match student reading level to books
•	 Assess the effectiveness and cost-benefit of reading programs

Students choose age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words, called 
cloze items. For each omitted word, the student sees four possible substitutions. The student 
fills in the omitted word by clicking on the word that is the best fit and then continues reading. 
A score is returned at the close of each passage. Once the student has completed 40 cloze items 
(approximately 6 to 8 passages), the student will receive a valid Lexile measure. Thereafter, his or 
her Lexile measure will be updated based on his or her progress. For details please see the Total 
Reader student training guide 

. . . And how is it important to you as an educator? Data from Total Reader is a powerful tool for 
motivating reading growth.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures readers and text on the same scale. Developed by 
MetaMetrics, Inc., this scientifically-based approach allows users to match their reading ability to 
text difficulty at a level that will be appropriately challenging to improve reading skills. 

Lexile measures can also be used to monitor progress, target books, and set goals for future 
success, both in and out of school. Lexile measures are the most widely adopted reading gauge in 
use today. In 21 states, the state assessments report Lexile measures, and Lexile measures are used 
on the SAT, ACT, GRE, CPA, and many other exams. Additionally, there are Lexile measures for 
industries, allowing users to set Lexile goals based on their future job aspirations.

When reader and text measures match, the reader is said to be “targeted.” The result is an expected 
75% comprehension rate, which is not too difficult to be frustrating, but is difficult enough to 
encourage reading progress. The Target Reading Zone is defined as being between 100L below and 
50L above a reader’s current Lexile score. Targeted readers report competence, confidence, and 
control over the text. 

When a text measure is much greater than a reader’s measure, comprehension drops dramatically, 
and the reader’s experience is one of frustration, inadequacy and lack of control. Conversely, 
when a reader’s measure exceeds a text measure, comprehension goes up dramatically, and the 

WHAT IS TOTAL READER?

WHAT IS A LEXILE SCORE?
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1 Up to 300L 190L to 530L
2 140L to 500L 420L to 650L
3 330L to 700L 520L to 820L
4 445L to 810L 740L to 940L
5 565L to 910L 830L to 1010L
6 665L to 1000L 925L to 1070L
7 735L to 1065L 970L to 1120L
8 805L to 1100L 1010L to 1185L
9 855L to 1165L 1050L to 1260L
10 905L to 1195L 1080L to 1335L

11-12 940L to 1210L 1185L - 1385L

reader experiences total control and automaticity, but does not experience the growth factor that’s 
associated with “targeted” reading.

By accessing high-interest reading material as well as receiving immediate feedback on passage 
scores and Lexile measures, students will be motivated to read and excited about seeing their 
progress visually tracked in graphs. Correctly targeted readers are more satisfied readers, and more 
successful reading experiences will lead to more time spent on reading.

Total Reader uses a scoring engine based on the Lexile Framework for Reading to continuously 
perform assessments. The Lexile scoring engine delivers a score that usually falls within a range 
from 200L to 1700L. When students begin using Total Reader, they receive their first approximate 
Lexile score, known as their Benchmark Lexile, after taking the initial diagnostic test, which 
requires only five cloze responses. This is not yet their Valid Lexile score – just an approximation. 
This quick approximation of the student’s Lexile level allows the first 6-8 passages they complete to 
be assigned in the correct range. Since this first approximate score is based on such a small sample 
of the reader’s ability, it merely serves as a starting point. The Lexile score is not considered truly 
representative of reading ability until students have completed a minimum of 40 cloze items. This 
is known as their Initial Valid Lexile. Fluctuations up or down in the score during use of Total 
Reader are normal.

After a student has reached a Valid Lexile, Total Reader continues to evaluate the most recent 40 
cloze item responses, factoring them into the record of the student’s progress. Based upon the most 
current sample of performance (the last 40 responses), the student’s Lexile will increase, decrease, 
or stay the same. Therefore, if a student answers 8 responses today, the program will evaluate the 8 
today plus the preceding 32 responses, for a total of 40. The Lexile level of the passages the student 

HOW IS A VALID LEXILE OBTAINED?

GRADE READER MEASURES TEXT MEASURES

(Interquartile Range, Mid-Year) 
25th - 75th percentile

2012 Common Core State 
Standards



WWW.TOTALREADER.COM

5

will be able to access will adjust accordingly, always remaining within 100L above or below the 
student’s updated Lexile level. This is how Total Reader ensures that a student consistently sees 
only passages that match his or her reading abilities. 

It is important to note that these continuous adjustments to a student’s performance record are  
not affected if the student closes out of a passage before responding to all of the cloze item 
questions and ranking the story for enjoyment. It is best to instruct your students to always 
complete the entire passage that they have opened, as once they leave a passage they are never able 
to access it again.

When a student has completed enough cloze items to reach their Initial Valid Lexile, that score is 
displayed below the student’s name in their passage reading window. Until the score displays in 
this location, the student does not have a Valid Lexile. This picture shows where the Valid Lexile 
score appears for students users:

The steps below will walk you through the process of creating a classroom and adding students. 
Please note that your classrooms may already be pre-built through the Total Reader roster upload 
process.

CREATING A CLASSROOM  

Step 1: 

After logging into your account, click on “My Students”.

Step 2: 

Select “Add New Class.”

HOW TO CREATE A CLASSROOM AND ADD STUDENTS
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Step 3: 

Enter the “Class Name” and select the “Grade Level for Reporting” for the class. You also have 
the option to create a “Brief Class Description.” After entering the required information, click 
the “Save” button. You will then see a notice at the top of the page stating that the new class 
has been created. Now you have the option of creating an additional class or returning to the 
“My Students” page to add students to the newly-created class. 

ADDING STUDENTS

Step 1: 

Access the “My Students” page and locate the class you would like to add students to. Then 
select the “Add a Student” icon next to that specific class.

type in class name

class description is 
optional

select grade level
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Step 2: 

A pop-up window will appear that allows you to search the database of students for your class/
school/district by either last name, student ID or grade level. Please note that you are only able 
to add students that have been previously uploaded into the Total Reader system. Please contact 
Total Reader customer support if new students need to be added into the system for your class/
school/district. 
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Step 3: 

After entering in your desired search criteria, you will be provided with a list of students available 
for you to add to your class. Select the check box to the left of a student’s last name for each of 
the students you would like to add to the class and click the “Add Student(s)” button. Repeat this 
process for each of the students you would like to add to your class.

EDITING A CLASS

Step 1: 

If at any time you would like to edit the class information associated with a particular class, select 
the “Edit Class” icon next to that specific class, which will take you to the Class Manager page.
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Step 2: 

On this page you have the ability to edit the class name, description or grade level and 
remove any students from the class. To remove a student, click the “Remove” icon, located to 
the right of the student’s name under the “Actions” header.

General Note: The class data found on the “My Students” page can be exported to an Excel 
file by selecting the “Export All Classes” or “Export This Class” icon located in the class 
headers.
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Total Reader provides you with multiple graphs and data charts to track student progress and 
program usage. The bullets below outline some of the key reporting features available to you.

•	 Total Reader automatically updates scores in real time and tracks the number of times a 
student uses the program.

•	 The results appear on both the Student Record and teacher/admin reports.
•	 A full Student Record Report displays Lexile history, recent passages taken, average 

monthly Lexile, and more.
•	 Your Class Report displays your students’ reading groups based on national grade level 

Lexile averages, fiction/nonfiction passage breakdown, Lexile change, and more.

The steps below will outline the process to view the two most commonly used reports.

TO VIEW THE STUDENT RECORD REPORT

Step 1: 

Click on your “My Students” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2: 

Select the name of the student whose progress you would like to track from your class list. By 
clicking on the student’s name, you will be taken to the Student Record Report. Please note 
that students also have access to the data found on this page. Key data provided on this report 
includes:

•	 Current Lexile score
•	 Target Reading zones
•	 Average monthly Lexile scores
•	 Total Reader weekly usage
•	 Past Lexile benchmarks
•	 Past passage history

Here is a sample Student Record Report.

HOW TO VIEW STUDENT PERFORMANCE
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TO VIEW YOUR CLASS REPORT

Step 1:

 Click on your “Reports” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2: 

Click on the “Class Report” icon. This will take you to the “Class Report” for each of the 
classes that you have created. You have the ability to sort the data found here by utilizing the 
various filtering and grouping options found at the top of the page.. Key data provided on this 
report includes:

•	 Reading Group	 •	 Current Lexile
•	 Number of Passages Complete	 •	 Lexile Change
•	 Fiction/Nonfiction Passage Count	 •	 Date of Last Passage Completion
•	 Benchmark Lexile	 •	 Total Passages Completed
•	 Initial Valid Lexile	 •	 Correct/Total Cloze Items
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HOW TO ACCESS YOUR STUDENTS’ SUGGESTED READING LISTS

Total Reader provides you with personalized suggested reading lists for each of your students 
based on their current Lexile score. An example list is provided. By accessing this data you will see:

•	 A reading list based on each student’s specific targeted reading range, as determined by 
their current Lexile measure

•	 Access to the “Lexile Database” Web site link, where you and your students are able to 
search by topic, title or author for additional books in a specific Lexile range

Please note that students also have access to the data found on this page. This list can be accessed 
by following these steps:

Step 1: 

Click on your “My Students” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2:

Click on the “Resources” icon under the “Actions” heading for the specific student whose list 
you are trying to access.
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Step 3: 

By clicking the green “Search the Lexile Database” button, you will be able to search for books 
within a specified Lexile range. You are also able to look up the Lexile of a specific book or 
author that you’re interested in to make sure that it falls within the student’s Targeted Reading 
Zone. Remember to use the recommendations for Easy, Targeted or Instructional Reading 
when you are recommending additional reading. In general, anything that falls within 100L 
below or 50L above the student’s Lexile measure will work well.
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Looking for some quick answers regarding Total Reader or Lexile measures? You’ve come to the 
right spot!

WHAT IS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THIS PRODUCT?

Total Reader (“TR”) is a self-administered instructional assessment tool for benchmarking student 
reading progress using The Lexile Framework for Reading®. Its benefits include:

•	 Providing immediate assessment on student reading levels
•	 Providing suggested targeted (within range of current student measures) instructional 

reading materials to students and teachers
•	 Continuous monitoring of a student’s reading level

•	 Supplemental reading always adapted to a student’s individual reading level

HOW SHOULD IT BE USED?

TR is designed as a low-stakes assessment tool to supplement instructional reading programs in 
the classroom. A teacher should have students use it to monitor reading progress over time. It 
also provides supplemental reading on a student’s individual Lexile level. Total Reader effectively 
monitors the effectiveness of all reading programs.

WHAT IS THE LEXILE FRAMEWORK FOR READING?

The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to reading and text measurement. It 
includes the Lexile measure and the Lexile scale®. The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text 
difficulty score followed by an “L” (e.g., “850L”). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading 
ranging from 200L for beginning readers to above 1700L for advanced text. Total Reader relies on 
the Lexile measure and scale to match reader and text. Because many book and test publishers have 
linked their products to the Lexile Framework, teachers can now connect different components 
of their curriculum. Once you know a student’s Lexile measure, you can connect him or her to 
hundreds of thousands of books and tens of millions of articles from periodicals, newspapers, 
reference books, and transcripts to find material targeted to the student’s reading level. 

HOW IS A TEXT’S LEXILE MEASURE DETERMINED?

Lexile measures are based on two well-established predictors of how difficult a text is to 
comprehend: semantic difficulty (word frequency) and syntactic complexity (sentence length). All 
the passages in Total Reader’s library have been analyzed using the Lexile Analyzer. The Analyzer 
splits text into 80-word slices. Each slice is compared with the nearly 600-million word Lexile 
corpus - taken from a variety of sources and genres - and words in each sentence are counted. 
These calculations are put into the Lexile equation. Then, each slice’s resulting Lexile measure is 
applied to the Rasch psychometric model to determine the Lexile measure for the entire text. 

For example, books like Arthur and the Recess Rookie (370L), Arthur Goes to Camp (380L), and 
Arthur, Clean Your Room! (370L) fall within the Lexile range of a typical second grader. These 

TOTAL READER QUICK FAQ’S
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books have shorter sentences, and familiar words appear frequently in these books. Conversely, 
books in the Harry Potter series (880L - 950L), Little Women (1300L), and Don Quixote (1410L), 
contain longer sentences and more complex, less common words.

HOW MANY PUBLISHERS HAVE THEIR MATERIALS LEXILED?

Many trade books and textbooks have been linked to the Lexile Framework through readability 
analysis. More than 100,000 books from more than 450 publishers have been listed in The Lexile 
Book Database, which we provide access to through Total Reader.

HOW DOES TOTAL READER PRODUCE STUDENT LEXILE MEASURES?

Students choose and read age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words, 
called cloze items. For each omitted word (which is representative of the text’s overall Lexile 
measure), the student sees four possible substitutions. By clicking a word, the student fills in the 
text and can continue reading. The cloze item is presented within the context and flow of the 
reading passage; the student need not stop or move back and forth between a separate answer page 
and the passage. The content and associated cloze items are referred to as passages.

After a student completes an initial set of passages (the equivalent of 40 cloze items), Total Reader 
produces a Lexile measure. All subsequent passages completed will monitor the student’s Lexile 
measure and report the new measure when change occurs. This way, Total Reader continually 
generates updated Lexile measures and students are always aware of their reading range. Students 
have access only to those passages that are 100L above and 100L below their current measure. This 
range is consistent with the Lexile Framework guidelines for independent reading. The system 
records and represents progress in a series of reports.

HOW DO MY STUDENTS ACQUIRE THEIR FIRST LEXILE MEASURE?

Once the student has completed 40 Cloze items (insertions), which usually requires the student 
to complete about six to eight passages, the student will receive a Lexile measure. Thereafter, their 
Lexile measure will be evaluated with each passage they complete based on their progress. Any 
adjustment to a Lexile score is based up the last 40 cloze item responses.

IS THE READING LEVEL OF CONTENT APPROPRIATE FOR MY STUDENT?

Total Reader automatically adjusts and delivers passages to your students according to how they 
perform on the passages. After the initial 40 items are completed (approximately six to eight 
passages), your student will receive an accurate measure, known as the Initial Valid Lexile. The 
more passages your student completes, the more precise the measure gets.

DOES AN INCOMPLETE PASSAGE AFFECT MY STUDENTS’ SCORING?

If a student does not complete a reading passage, it does NOT affect their score/Lexile 
measurement in any way. It only means that this student has opened this passage and will not be 
able to access to the same reading passage again.	
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HOW DO I FIND TARGETED READING MATERIALS FOR MY STUDENTS?

Once students know their Lexile measure, they can go to the Suggested Reading page and click 
the green “Lexile Database” button. This free database contains a search engine that permits 
users to search for texts by keyword, title, author, Lexile range, and other criteria. With this tool, 
students can search for specific titles based on their Lexile measure and use keywords of interest to 
identify, purchase, and/or check out books from their local libraries. The selections will challenge 
them with new vocabulary and syntax without overly frustrating them. Newly Lexiled titles are 
continually added to this large database.

WHAT KIND OF MATERIAL WILL THE STUDENT READ?

In Total Reader, students can select from fiction and nonfiction topics. Selecting a passage title 
allows students to read a brief, inviting introduction to the passage. Students can then continue 
with that passage or return to the list of topics to make another selection.

The passages in Total Reader have been carefully culled by trained teachers/editors from a 
variety of real-world sources, such as well-regarded children’s magazines, novels, and nonfiction 
books. Passages cover a number of high-interest topics that students wouldn’t normally 
encounter in their school textbooks. They have also been carefully organized into Lexile and age-
appropriate categories. So a third grader reading at 650L who chooses the topic “Cars, Trucks 
and More” will receive a different selection of titles than a twelfth grader reading at 650L, who 
chooses the same topic.

HOW CAN TOTAL READER GUIDE INSTRUCTION IN THE CLASSROOM?

Total Reader and The Lexile Framework allow teachers to look at instructional materials and 
determine how they relate in terms of difficulty. For example, if students are struggling to read a 
textbook, supplementing the textbook with other materials that are easier to read allows students 
to build background and vocabulary, a practice known as “layering meaning.” This enables 
students to better handle the textbook. By providing teachers with information on additional 
Lexiled resources, Total Reader allows teachers to supplement textbook reading material with 
related articles and books that span the Lexile range of the students in the class. 

Total Reader is as useful to readers who are advancing more slowly as it is for readers who are 
advancing rapidly. It enables teachers and students to select books targeted to students’ current 
skill levels, reducing the risk of frustrating readers.

Please see Total Reader’s What Works Guide, which can be downloaded on the Total Reader 
website, for additional suggestions regarding Total Reader’s use in the classroom.

HOW DO LEXILE MEASURES AND GRADE LEVELS RELATE?

Lexile measures do not translate specifically to grade levels. Within any classroom there are a 
range of readers and a range of materials. For example, in a fifth-grade classroom there will be 
some readers that are far ahead of the rest and some readers far below the rest. To say that some 
books are “just right” for fifth graders assumes that all fifth graders are reading at the same level. 



WWW.TOTALREADER.COM

17

The educational levels displayed on the Lexile chart indicate approximately the middle 50 percent 
of materials found in a typical grade-level classroom (see Figure 1, below).  MetaMetrics has 
also conducted numerous studies with large samples of students and have observed approximate 
reading levels (about the middle 50 percent of the students — the interquartile range) for each 
grade level. There are still about 50 percent of the students that are reading higher or lower than 
these ranges. 

The average Lexile score for a high school graduate is 1150L.

WHO RECEIVES THE REPORTS AND WHY?

Individual results are available to the student via the Progress tab. Teachers can access students’ 
individual reports, as well as composite class data via the Class Administrative Reports page. 
Results are also available to school administrators, depending on the level of administrative access 
determined when administrative accounts are set up. 

Five levels of Total Reader Reports contain detailed information on individual as well as group 
metrics on current Lexile measures; Lexile growth, number of passages accessed (with fiction/
nonfiction distinction); reading group assignment, and targeted reading ranges. 

We hope you found this information helpful. Once again, welcome to Total Reader . . .  
we hope you enjoy it!

	 1	 230L to 420L

	 2	 450L to 570L

	 3	 600L to 730L

	 4	 640L to 780L

	 5	 730L to 850L

	 6	 860L to 920L

	 7	 880L to 960L

	 8	 900L to 1010L

	 9	 960L to 1110L

	 10	 920L to 1120L

	 11 and 12	 1070L to 1220L

Text Demand Study 2009 
(25th percentile to  

75th percentile (IQR))

 
Grade



TOTAL READER TEACHER TRAINING GUIDE

18

NOTES:
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ABOUT EDMIN®  
AND TOTAL READERTM

EDmin, the parent company of Total Reader, has provided 
K-20 learning and accountability solutions for more than 20 
years and now serves nearly 5 million users in all 50 states and 
the international market. EDmin is committed to providing 
affordable, complete solutions that educators can trust to 
accurately measure student progress and improve instruction.

Total Reader is an online reading program that can quickly 
identify the correct reading level for each student and provide 
independent practice at that level, as well as track progress and 
match student reading level to books.
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