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Dear Educator,

Welcome to Total Reader™! With this tool, you will be able to motivate your students’ reading
growth using Lexile scores. Total Reader provides each student with individually targeted practice

that is always challenging . . . but not frustrating.

Total Reader combines reading practice and assessment. Each time students practice reading, they
find out their Lexile measure. Each new reading passage keeps pace with their growth. Students
choose passages based on their own interests from a library of more than 4,000 fiction and

nonfiction passages, grouped by topic and Lexile level.

Students are also encouraged to read books in the range where they will be appropriately

challenged.

Getting started is easy, as no special training is required. The following is a brief outline of the

Total Reader program.
Thank you,

The Total Reader Team
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WHAT IS TOTAL READER?

Total Reader is a low-stakes assessment tool that will help teachers, students, reading coaches and

administrators:

o Identify the correct reading level for each student using a scientifically-proven scaled score
o Track reading progress in real time

« Provide independent practice, at school or at home

« Match student reading level to books

o Assess the effectiveness and cost-benefit of reading programs

Students choose age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words, called
cloze items. For each omitted word, the student sees four possible substitutions. The student

fills in the omitted word by clicking on the word that is the best fit and then continues reading.
A score is returned at the close of each passage. Once the student has completed 40 cloze items
(approximately 6 to 8 passages), the student will receive a valid Lexile measure. Thereafter, his or
her Lexile measure will be updated based on his or her progress. For details please see the Total

Reader student training guide

WHAT IS A LEXILE SCORE?

... And how is it important to you as an educator? Data from Total Reader is a powerful tool for

motivating reading growth.

The Lexile Framework® for Reading measures readers and text on the same scale. Developed by
MetaMetrics, Inc., this scientifically-based approach allows users to match their reading ability to
text difficulty at a level that will be appropriately challenging to improve reading skills.

Lexile measures can also be used to monitor progress, target books, and set goals for future
success, both in and out of school. Lexile measures are the most widely adopted reading gauge in
use today. In 21 states, the state assessments report Lexile measures, and Lexile measures are used
on the SAT, ACT, GRE, CPA, and many other exams. Additionally, there are Lexile measures for
industries, allowing users to set Lexile goals based on their future job aspirations.

When reader and text measures match, the reader is said to be “targeted” The result is an expected
75% comprehension rate, which is not too difficult to be frustrating, but is difficult enough to
encourage reading progress. The Target Reading Zone is defined as being between 100L below and
50L above a reader’s current Lexile score. Targeted readers report competence, confidence, and

control over the text.

When a text measure is much greater than a reader’s measure, comprehension drops dramatically,
and the reader’s experience is one of frustration, inadequacy and lack of control. Conversely,

when a reader’s measure exceeds a text measure, comprehension goes up dramatically, and the
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GRADE READER MEASURES TEXT MEASURES
(Interquartile Range, Mid-Year) 2012 Common Core State
25th - 75th percentile Standards

1 Up to 300L 190L to 530L
2 140L to 500L 420L to 650L
3 330L to 700L 520L to 820L
4 445L to 810L 740L to 940L
5 565L to 910L 830L to 1010L
6 665L to 1000L 925L to 1070L
7 735L to 1065L 970L to 1120L
8 805L to 1100L 1010L to 1185L
9 855L to 1165L 1050L to 1260L
10 905L to 1195L 1080L to 1335L

11-12 940L to 1210L 1185L - 1385L

reader experiences total control and automaticity, but does not experience the growth factor that’s
associated with “targeted” reading.

By accessing high-interest reading material as well as receiving immediate feedback on passage
scores and Lexile measures, students will be motivated to read and excited about seeing their
progress visually tracked in graphs. Correctly targeted readers are more satisfied readers, and more
successful reading experiences will lead to more time spent on reading.

HOW IS A VALID LEXILE OBTAINED?

A&

Total Reader uses a scoring engine based on the Lexile Framework for Reading to continuously
perform assessments. The Lexile scoring engine delivers a score that usually falls within a range
from 200L to 1700L. When students begin using Total Reader, they receive their first approximate
Lexile score, known as their Benchmark Lexile, after taking the initial diagnostic test, which
requires only five cloze responses. This is not yet their Valid Lexile score - just an approximation.
This quick approximation of the student’s Lexile level allows the first 6-8 passages they complete to
be assigned in the correct range. Since this first approximate score is based on such a small sample
of the reader’s ability, it merely serves as a starting point. The Lexile score is not considered truly
representative of reading ability until students have completed a minimum of 40 cloze items. This
is known as their Initial Valid Lexile. Fluctuations up or down in the score during use of Total
Reader are normal.

After a student has reached a Valid Lexile, Total Reader continues to evaluate the most recent 40
cloze item responses, factoring them into the record of the student’s progress. Based upon the most
current sample of performance (the last 40 responses), the student’s Lexile will increase, decrease,
or stay the same. Therefore, if a student answers 8 responses today, the program will evaluate the 8
today plus the preceding 32 responses, for a total of 40. The Lexile level of the passages the student
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will be able to access will adjust accordingly, always remaining within 100L above or below the
student’s updated Lexile level. This is how Total Reader ensures that a student consistently sees

only passages that match his or her reading abilities.

It is important to note that these continuous adjustments to a student’s performance record are
not affected if the student closes out of a passage before responding to all of the cloze item
questions and ranking the story for enjoyment. It is best to instruct your students to always
complete the entire passage that they have opened, as once they leave a passage they are never able

to access it again.

When a student has completed enough cloze items to reach their Initial Valid Lexile, that score is
displayed below the student’s name in their passage reading window. Until the score displays in
this location, the student does not have a Valid Lexile. This picture shows where the Valid Lexile

score appears for students users:

Chris Reader
440L

HOW TO CREATE A CLASSROOM AND ADD STUDENTS

The steps below will walk you through the process of creating a classroom and adding students.
Please note that your classrooms may already be pre-built through the Total Reader roster upload

process.

CREATING A CLASSROOM

Step 1:

After logging into your account, click on “My Students”

My Students

Manage your student accounts and
class information.

Step 2:
Select “Add New Class.”

eacher: Scott Sibley

INumber of Classes: 4 Add New Class Export All Classes

Class Namae: Training Doc Class (Grade 2) EditClass AddStudent Exportthis class
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Step 3:

Enter the “Class Name” and select the “Grade Level for Reporting” for the class. You also have
the option to create a “Brief Class Description.” After entering the required information, click
the “Save” button. You will then see a notice at the top of the page stating that the new class
has been created. Now you have the option of creating an additional class or returning to the

“My Students” page to add students to the newly-created class.

Class Manager
Adding a class...

Managing Classas For

Washington

Global School District
Coastal Elementary School
Sibley, Scott - ID: unknown

Existing Classas for this Teacher

Date Created / .
6

Coastal Elementary School (ID: 1404) Demo (ID: 13978) :gﬁgggx ggg Em [ Editclass B Delete
Coastal Elementary School (ID: 1404) Demo2 (ID: 13980) 5 DR/ 2B & editciass [ pelete

10/07/2009 2:51 PM

07/23/201211:34 AM '
2 Edit CI D
Coastal Elementary School (ID: 1404) Test Class (ID: 21542) 5 R A & editciass B pelete

02/25/2011 3:17 PM

Edit CI Delet
02/25/2011 3:17 PM Bfledr cis: Wipuies

Coastal Elementary School (ID: 1404) Training Doc Class (ID: 17414)

Craatae a Naw Class:

% Class Name 7= Required Information

d.

u
Brief Class Description H

< class description is

optional

i Grade Level for Reporting (used for report sorting purposes)

d

l

Please Select v select grade level

Save Cancel

type in class name

ADDING STUDENTS

Step 1:
Access the “My Students” page and locate the class you would like to add students to. Then

select the “Add a Student” icon next to that specific class.

eacher: Scott Sibley
Num

New Class Export All Classes

g DocClass (Grade 2) EditClass AddStudent Exportthisclass

_ &
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Step 2:

A pop-up window will appear that allows you to search the database of students for your class/
school/district by either last name, student ID or grade level. Please note that you are only able
to add students that have been previously uploaded into the Total Reader system. Please contact
Total Reader customer support if new students need to be added into the system for your class/

school/district.

Add Student To: Training Doc Class

Search for an existing student from the list below to add to this class:

Search Last Name

Search Student ID

Search Grade Level Please Select v
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Step 3:

After entering in your desired search criteria, you will be provided with a list of students available
for you to add to your class. Select the check box to the left of a student’s last name for each of
the students you would like to add to the class and click the “Add Student(s)” button. Repeat this

process for each of the students you would like to add to your class.

Add Student To: Training Doc Class

Search for an existing student from the list below to add to this class:

Search Last Name

Search Student ID

Search Grade Level 6 v
Please Select Students From Search Results é
Andersen Mark totalreader 6
Brysch Brandon 2200 6
‘!:! —n — . = ~ . . S = - YA

Add Student(s) Cancel

EDITING A CLASS
Step 1

If at any time you would like to edit the class information associated with a particular class, select

the “Edit Class” icon next to that specific class, which will take you to the Class Manager page.

Total Reader Students

eacher: Scott Sibley

Number of Classes: 4 Add New Class Export All Classes

Class Nama: Training Doc Class (Grade 2) EditClass AddStudent Exportthis class

___ A&
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Step 2:
On this page you have the ability to edit the class name, description or grade level and
remove any students from the class. To remove a student, click the “Remove” icon, located to

the right of the student’s name under the “Actions” header.

% Class Name = Required Information

Demol

Brief Class Description

rade Level for Reporting (used for report sorting purposes)

Administer Studants for Class: Damo1 (ID: 13978)

Actions

Student Name

Oscar Wilde 850L [ EditPrafile @IRemove
Mark Twain 1020L [ Edit Prafile @IRemove
Jeremy Jones 7&0L & editProfile @lRemove
Joyce Dawson 400L [ EditProfite S8 Remove
Ron Weasley 310L [ Edit Profile 83 Remeve
Christopher Hawthorne 2001 & Edit Profile @8 Remove
Bonnie LIVE Bell 580L & Edit Profile @ Remove
Snowshine White 1080L & Edit Profile @ Remove
Andromeda Black 410L & Edit Profile @dRemove
Isabella Kaperick 420L [ Edit Prafile @IRemove
Abigail Adams. 1030L & editProfile @dRemove
Hannah Van Buren 570L & EditProfile @l Remove
Reader7 Anothernotinclass B890L [ EditProfile B Remove
Liz Disken 6101 [ Edit Profile 83 Remeve
Fourth Grader 850L & Edit Profile @ Remove
Show users with last name beginning with (select one):
ABICIHEJF| GH] K| LIM| M OF [ &4RIS  TIUVIWE V2|
Show All {default)
Please Select - View
* Represents all students in this school

General Note: The class data found on the “My Students” page can be exported to an Excel
file by selecting the “Export All Classes” or “Export This Class” icon located in the class

headers.

Total Reader Students
eacher: Scott Sible
Num

Add New Class Export All Clas

g Doc Class (Grade 2) EditClass AddStudent Export this class
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HOW TO VIEW STUDENT PERFORMANCE

Total Reader provides you with multiple graphs and data charts to track student progress and

program usage. The bullets below outline some of the key reporting features available to you.
o Total Reader automatically updates scores in real time and tracks the number of times a
student uses the program.
o The results appear on both the Student Record and teacher/admin reports.

« A full Student Record Report displays Lexile history, recent passages taken, average
monthly Lexile, and more.

o Your Class Report displays your students’ reading groups based on national grade level

Lexile averages, fiction/nonfiction passage breakdown, Lexile change, and more.

The steps below will outline the process to view the two most commonly used reports.

TO VIEW THE STUDENT RECORD REPORT

Step 1:
Click on your “My Students” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2:

Select the name of the student whose progress you would like to track from your class list. By
clicking on the student’s name, you will be taken to the Student Record Report. Please note
that students also have access to the data found on this page. Key data provided on this report

includes:

o Current Lexile score

o Target Reading zones

«  Average monthly Lexile scores
o Total Reader weekly usage

o Past Lexile benchmarks

o Past passage history

Here is a sample Student Record Report.

_ A
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ISTUDENT RECORD REPORT

Friday, September 21, 2012 - 9:32 AM PDT

Hanser Castro (ID 331522) Grade: 8 Reading Ranges

. . Easy Targeted Instructional
SursnéLexle (G RUSRS CL -200L to-100L CL-100L to +50L CL +50L to +150L
831L - 931L 931L- 1081L  1081L - 1181L

Scott Sibley School District Scott Sibley School 8th Grade Readers QEM EDminone

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY

Total Reader Usage

O Average Monthly Lexile

il 102210271031
10331[@91%01%81!:38 j321027103

Lexile Measure
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88
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eE

O Average Uses Per Week

Usage Per Week
®

2

on

(=)

o~

on

s S
o o
4
=)

on

3
o
District Usage Goal

ow

PASSAGE HISTORY

5 Questions s Passage
4/5

100L g [
e S e S e
7
3 ® » R I I I A T RN
(’f’e@'\d;‘\]gﬁ ‘\”&\\@*‘?‘\ v‘*‘%& LR PP “*\‘}‘.\*\:
2011-2012
2012
EXILE HIS Print
1031L 06/03/2012
1030L 05/27/2012
1029L 05/21/2012
1026L 05/16/2012
1027L 05/15/2012

1392 The Pearl 80.00% 1060L Fiction 06/03/2012
164 A Boy Wakes Up with No Head 7/8 87.50% 990L Fiction 06/01/2012
286 Disappearing Jobs 3/4 75.00% 1100L Nonfiction 05/28/2012
258 Flying Blind 4/5 80.00% 960L Nonfiction ~ 05/27/2012
752 Anne of Green Gables—Part A 4/5 80.00% 1070L Fiction 05/26/2012

TO VIEW YOUR CLASS REPORT

Step 1:

Click on your “Reports” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2:

Click on the “Class Report” icon. This will take you to the “Class Report” for each of the

classes that you have created. You have the ability to sort the data found here by utilizing the

various filtering and grouping options found at the top of the page.. Key data provided on this

report includes:

« Reading Group

« Number of Passages Complete

 Fiction/Nonfiction Passage Count

o Benchmark Lexile
o Initial Valid Lexile

Current Lexile

Lexile Change

Date of Last Passage Completion

Total Passages Completed

Correct/Total Cloze Items

WWW.TOTALREADER.COM




Teacher: QEM EDminone
Number of Classes: 3

Class Name: 4th Grade Readers (Grade 4) — 5 Student(s)

@)
Reading Fiction Nonfiction @) Initial
student Name Group Passages Passages Passages Benchmark Valld Current Lexlle LastDate Correct/Total
(dickto viewreport)y Grade Common Core-Text ~ Completed Count Count Lexlle Lexlle Lexlle Change Taken Cloze Items
Jacklyn Aleman 4 Needs Intervention 145 40 105 734L 700L  734L  34L  2012-06-04 723/868
Colton Hoffer 4 Needs Intervention 143 40 103 732L 698L  732L  34L  2012-06-03 717/860
Sritany 4 Needs Intervention 145 40 105 743L 700L  743L  43L 20120604  730/875
Lashinger
TeAme Palmer 4 Needs Intervention 143 40 103 740L 700L  740L  40L  2012-06-04 721/864
paZme 4 Needs Intervention 143 ) 101 7321 703L 732l 29  2012-06-04  720/863
Rodriguez
Class Name: 8th Grade Readers (Grade 8) — 5 Student(s)
@)
Reading Fiction Nonfiction @ Initial
student Name Group Passages Passages Passages Benchmark Valld Current Lexlle LastDate Correct/Total
(dlick to view report) Grade Meta Metrics - Reader v Completed Count Count Lexlle Lexlle Lexlle Change Taken Cloze Items
Rachel Calar 8 Proficient 147 65 82 1039L 1004L  1039L  35L  2012-06-04 694/841
Hanser Castro 8 Proficient 139 64 75 1031L 1001L  1031L 30L  2012-06-03 666/805
Katherine Hall 8 Proficient 155 68 87 1031L 1001L  1031L  30L  2012-06-04 747/902
SIMON NOLL 8 Proficient 139 62 77 1029L 1001L  1029L  28L  2012-06-04 660/799
faseaa 8 Proficient 146 67 79 10190 998L  1019L  2IL  2012-06-04  699/845
Seldinskaya
Class Name: 11th Grade Readers (Grade 11) — 5 Student(s)
@)
Reading Fiction Nonfiction 3] Initial
Student Name Group _ Passages Passages Passages Benchmark Valld Current Lexlle LastDate Correct/Total
(dicktoviewreporty Grade Meta Metrics-Text v Completed Count  Count Lexile  Lexlle Lexlle Change Taken Cloze Items
Mark Carranza n Proficient 143 66 77 1123L 1090L  1123L  33L  2012-06-04 707/850
Ryhan DeRoeck 11 Proficient 134 61 73 1120L 1092L 1120L 28L  2012-06-03 652/786
g?:ﬁ;‘:;’ 1 Proficient 136 65 71 1M23L 1091L  1123L 32U 2012-06-04  663/799
2:,’:‘;{;:‘3 1n Proficient 139 65 74 1M18L  1090L 1118L  28L  2012-06-04  690/829
Ginger Shenefelt 11 Proficient 137 63 74 1109L 1092L  1109L  17L  2012-06-04 669/806

HOW TO ACCESS YOUR STUDENTS’ SUGGESTED READING LISTS

Total Reader provides you with personalized suggested reading lists for each of your students

based on their current Lexile score. An example list is provided. By accessing this data you will see:

o A reading list based on each student’s specific targeted reading range, as determined by
their current Lexile measure

o Access to the “Lexile Database” Web site link, where you and your students are able to
search by topic, title or author for additional books in a specific Lexile range

Please note that students also have access to the data found on this page. This list can be accessed

by following these steps:

Step 1
Click on your “My Students” tab on the top toolbar.

Step 2:
Click on the “Resources” icon under the “Actions” heading for the specific student whose list

you are trying to access.

S 2
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Total Reader Welcome,

Powered by EDmin My Account | Log Out

HOME MY STUDENTS REPORTS READING ZONE SUGGESTED READING TRAINING & HELP

Now that you have your Lexile Measure, get started reading! You can find any of the books below in your school library,
public library or local or online bookstores. Want more book choice? Click on the Lexile Database button to search the
entire Lexile database!

Suggested List for 850L - 940L

EoNgauns X3

1L C AT
O PO NERESY

Click to search for more books in your reading range!

Search The Lexile Database

850L Black Stallion Returns by Walter Farley
When his rightful owner repossesses The Black, 18-year-old Alec travels across the deserts of Arabia to find the great
stallion and helps solve a tribal feud.

860L Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
Read about Alice and her adventures in Wonderland with the Cheshire Cat, White Rabbit, and other fantastical creatures.

870L Charley Skedaddle by Patricia Beatty
During the Civil War, a 12-year-old boy from New York City joins the Union Army as a drummer, deserts during a battle in
Virginia, and encounters a hostile old mountain woman.

880L Brighty of the Grand Canyon by Marguerite Henry
This is a story about the adventures of Brighty, a shaggy burro.

890L Journey Home by Yoshiko Uchida
After a Japanese-American family is released from a WWII internment camp, they return to their town in California to
build a new life.

900L Long Claws by James Houston
Followed by a huge grizzly bear, an Eskimo brother and sister make a perilous trek across the storm-swept tundra to
bring back a frozen caribou to their hungry family.

910L Forest Fires by Luke Thompson
This nonfiction book looks at the causes of and the techniques for fighting forest fires.

920L A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
A miser learns the true meaning of Christmas when three ghostly visitors review his past and foretell his future.
lllustrated notes explain the background of the story.

930L O Pioneers! by Willa Cather
This is the story of Alexandra Bergson, the daughter of Swedish immigrant farmers, whose devotion to the land sustains
her during the hardships of prairie life.

940L Abracadabra Kid: A Writer's Life by Sid Fleischman
The author describes his youthful passion for magic and explains how he came to write for young readers.

Step 3:

By clicking the green “Search the Lexile Database” button, you will be able to search for books
within a specified Lexile range. You are also able to look up the Lexile of a specific book or
author that you're interested in to make sure that it falls within the student’s Targeted Reading
Zone. Remember to use the recommendations for Easy, Targeted or Instructional Reading
when you are recommending additional reading. In general, anything that falls within 100L

below or 50L above the student’s Lexile measure will work well.
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TOTAL READER QUICK FAQ'S

__ A&

Looking for some quick answers regarding Total Reader or Lexile measures? You've come to the

right spot!

WHAT IS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THIS PRODUCT?

Total Reader (“TR”) is a self-administered instructional assessment tool for benchmarking student

reading progress using The Lexile Framework for Reading®. Its benefits include:

o Providing immediate assessment on student reading levels
« Providing suggested targeted (within range of current student measures) instructional
reading materials to students and teachers

« Continuous monitoring of a student’s reading level

o Supplemental reading always adapted to a student’s individual reading level

HOW SHOULD IT BE USED?

TR is designed as a low-stakes assessment tool to supplement instructional reading programs in
the classroom. A teacher should have students use it to monitor reading progress over time. It
also provides supplemental reading on a student’s individual Lexile level. Total Reader effectively
monitors the effectiveness of all reading programs.

WHAT IS THE LEXILE FRAMEWORK FOR READING?

The Lexile Framework for Reading is a scientific approach to reading and text measurement. It
includes the Lexile measure and the Lexile scale®. The Lexile measure is a reading ability or text
difficulty score followed by an “L” (e.g., “850L"). The Lexile scale is a developmental scale for reading
ranging from 200L for beginning readers to above 1700L for advanced text. Total Reader relies on
the Lexile measure and scale to match reader and text. Because many book and test publishers have
linked their products to the Lexile Framework, teachers can now connect different components

of their curriculum. Once you know a student’s Lexile measure, you can connect him or her to
hundreds of thousands of books and tens of millions of articles from periodicals, newspapers,

reference books, and transcripts to find material targeted to the student’s reading level.

HOW IS A TEXT'S LEXILE MEASURE DETERMINED?

Lexile measures are based on two well-established predictors of how difficult a text is to
comprehend: semantic difficulty (word frequency) and syntactic complexity (sentence length). All
the passages in Total Reader’s library have been analyzed using the Lexile Analyzer. The Analyzer
splits text into 80-word slices. Each slice is compared with the nearly 600-million word Lexile
corpus - taken from a variety of sources and genres - and words in each sentence are counted.
These calculations are put into the Lexile equation. Then, each slice’s resulting Lexile measure is

applied to the Rasch psychometric model to determine the Lexile measure for the entire text.

For example, books like Arthur and the Recess Rookie (370L), Arthur Goes to Camp (380L), and
Arthur, Clean Your Room! (370L) fall within the Lexile range of a typical second grader. These
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books have shorter sentences, and familiar words appear frequently in these books. Conversely,
books in the Harry Potter series (880L - 950L), Little Women (1300L), and Don Quixote (1410L),

contain longer sentences and more complex, less common words.

HOW MANY PUBLISHERS HAVE THEIR MATERIALS LEXILED?

Many trade books and textbooks have been linked to the Lexile Framework through readability
analysis. More than 100,000 books from more than 450 publishers have been listed in The Lexile

Book Database, which we provide access to through Total Reader.

HOW DOES TOTAL READER PRODUCE STUDENT LEXILE MEASURES?

Students choose and read age-appropriate Lexiled passages, each with a series of omitted words,
called cloze items. For each omitted word (which is representative of the text’s overall Lexile
measure), the student sees four possible substitutions. By clicking a word, the student fills in the
text and can continue reading. The cloze item is presented within the context and flow of the
reading passage; the student need not stop or move back and forth between a separate answer page

and the passage. The content and associated cloze items are referred to as passages.

After a student completes an initial set of passages (the equivalent of 40 cloze items), Total Reader
produces a Lexile measure. All subsequent passages completed will monitor the student’s Lexile
measure and report the new measure when change occurs. This way, Total Reader continually
generates updated Lexile measures and students are always aware of their reading range. Students
have access only to those passages that are 100L above and 100L below their current measure. This
range is consistent with the Lexile Framework guidelines for independent reading. The system

records and represents progress in a series of reports.

HOW DO MY STUDENTS ACQUIRE THEIR FIRST LEXILE MEASURE?

Once the student has completed 40 Cloze items (insertions), which usually requires the student
to complete about six to eight passages, the student will receive a Lexile measure. Thereafter, their
Lexile measure will be evaluated with each passage they complete based on their progress. Any

adjustment to a Lexile score is based up the last 40 cloze item responses.

IS THE READING LEVEL OF CONTENT APPROPRIATE FOR MY STUDENT?

Total Reader automatically adjusts and delivers passages to your students according to how they
perform on the passages. After the initial 40 items are completed (approximately six to eight
passages), your student will receive an accurate measure, known as the Initial Valid Lexile. The

more passages your student completes, the more precise the measure gets.

DOES AN INCOMPLETE PASSAGE AFFECT MY STUDENTS’ SCORING?

If a student does not complete a reading passage, it does NOT affect their score/Lexile
measurement in any way. It only means that this student has opened this passage and will not be

able to access to the same reading passage again.
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HOW DO | FIND TARGETED READING MATERIALS FOR MY STUDENTS?

Once students know their Lexile measure, they can go to the Suggested Reading page and click
the green “Lexile Database” button. This free database contains a search engine that permits

users to search for texts by keyword, title, author, Lexile range, and other criteria. With this tool,
students can search for specific titles based on their Lexile measure and use keywords of interest to
identify, purchase, and/or check out books from their local libraries. The selections will challenge
them with new vocabulary and syntax without overly frustrating them. Newly Lexiled titles are
continually added to this large database.

WHAT KIND OF MATERIAL WILL THE STUDENT READ?

In Total Reader, students can select from fiction and nonfiction topics. Selecting a passage title
allows students to read a brief, inviting introduction to the passage. Students can then continue

with that passage or return to the list of topics to make another selection.

The passages in Total Reader have been carefully culled by trained teachers/editors from a
variety of real-world sources, such as well-regarded children’s magazines, novels, and nonfiction
books. Passages cover a number of high-interest topics that students wouldn’t normally
encounter in their school textbooks. They have also been carefully organized into Lexile and age-
appropriate categories. So a third grader reading at 650L who chooses the topic “Cars, Trucks
and More” will receive a different selection of titles than a twelfth grader reading at 650L, who

chooses the same topic.

HOW CAN TOTAL READER GUIDE INSTRUCTION IN THE CLASSROOM?

Total Reader and The Lexile Framework allow teachers to look at instructional materials and
determine how they relate in terms of difficulty. For example, if students are struggling to read a
textbook, supplementing the textbook with other materials that are easier to read allows students
to build background and vocabulary, a practice known as “layering meaning?” This enables
students to better handle the textbook. By providing teachers with information on additional
Lexiled resources, Total Reader allows teachers to supplement textbook reading material with

related articles and books that span the Lexile range of the students in the class.

Total Reader is as useful to readers who are advancing more slowly as it is for readers who are
advancing rapidly. It enables teachers and students to select books targeted to students’ current

skill levels, reducing the risk of frustrating readers.

Please see Total Reader’s What Works Guide, which can be downloaded on the Total Reader
website, for additional suggestions regarding Total Reader’s use in the classroom.

HOW DO LEXILE MEASURES AND GRADE LEVELS RELATE?

Lexile measures do not translate specifically to grade levels. Within any classroom there are a
range of readers and a range of materials. For example, in a fifth-grade classroom there will be
some readers that are far ahead of the rest and some readers far below the rest. To say that some

books are “just right” for fifth graders assumes that all fifth graders are reading at the same level.
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The educational levels displayed on the Lexile chart indicate approximately the middle 50 percent
of materials found in a typical grade-level classroom (see Figure 1, below). MetaMetrics has

also conducted numerous studies with large samples of students and have observed approximate
reading levels (about the middle 50 percent of the students — the interquartile range) for each
grade level. There are still about 50 percent of the students that are reading higher or lower than

these ranges.

The average Lexile score for a high school graduate is 1150L.

Text Demand Study 2009
(25th percentile to
75th percentile (IQR))

1 230L to 420L
2 450L to 570L
3 600L to 730L
4 640L to 780L
5 730L to 850L
6 860L to 920L
7 880L to 960L
8 900L to 1010L
9 960L to 1110L
10 920L to 1120L

11 and 12 1070L to 1220L

WHO RECEIVES THE REPORTS AND WHY?

Individual results are available to the student via the Progress tab. Teachers can access students’
individual reports, as well as composite class data via the Class Administrative Reports page.
Results are also available to school administrators, depending on the level of administrative access

determined when administrative accounts are set up.

Five levels of Total Reader Reports contain detailed information on individual as well as group
metrics on current Lexile measures; Lexile growth, number of passages accessed (with fiction/

nonfiction distinction); reading group assignment, and targeted reading ranges.

We hope you found this information helpful. Once again, welcome to Total Reader . . .

we hope you enjoy it!
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